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Aftermath of a Major Hurricane
Introduction
Hurricane Katrina is one of the major hurricanes in U.S history. Hurricane Katrina is believed to have started on 23 August 2005 and ended on 31 August the same year (Burton, 2015). Existing evidence has shown that Hurricane Katrina is by far the costliest in the history of the U.S with an estimated $125 billion in damage (Fussell, 2015). As a result of the damages, the aftermath of this major hurricane was characterized by a shortage in supply and increased demand that negatively affected the economy. 
Influence on demand
Generally, the aftermath of the hurricane caused increased demand for various commodities. The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina was characterized by the crippled oil and gas industry operations because the storm destroyed most of the infrastructures used to refine and store oil and gas (Burton, 2015). As a result, oil production and refining had to stop for weeks. The shutting down of oil production and refining increased the demand for oil and its byproducts such as gasoline. As a matter of fact, the price of gasoline is believed to have doubled within the few weeks that oil production and refining was shut down. Also, as a result of the destruction of various infrastructures in the city of New Orleans, many people lost their jobs forcing them to move to other cities in search of employment opportunities (Burton, 2015). The movement of people out of New Orleans created an increased demand for labor because there were very few people left in the city. 
Influence on supply
Also, the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina caused a shortage in supply. The floods and the storm of the hurricane are known to have destroyed the port of New Orleans completely (Fussell, 2015). The destruction of the port of New Orleans disrupted the shipping industry in every corner in the United States. The disruption of the shipping industry negatively affected the supply of goods and services throughout the nation. For example, the coastal communities that rely mostly on tourism were negatively affected since most of the tourist facilities are located in the port (Burton, 2015). The destruction of the port created a shortage of tourist facilities in the aftermath of the hurricane. Also, the shipment of goods from other cities to New Orleans and from New Orleans to other cities was negatively affected by the destruction of the port.
Influence in economy
The economy of the United States suffered immensely as a result of hurricane Katrina. First, the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina was characterized by the reduction of natural gas, oil, and gasoline. As a result, the prices of oil, natural gas, and gasoline increased tremendously. Since most of the companies in the United States, depend on either oil, gasoline, and natural gas to carry out their daily operations, the companies were forced to spend a lot of money to acquire the natural gas for their operations (Burton, 2015). This means that the companies were left with less to spend on goods and services. Also, ordinary citizens were forced to spend more on natural gas leaving them with less money to spend on goods and services. All this negatively affected the economy since businesses could not generate an adequate amount of revenue.  
Conclusion
Hurricane Katrina is one of the costliest hurricanes in the United States. The aftermath of the hurricane had a negative impact on the economy of the united states and it also increased the demand for various commodities as well as causing a reduced supply of various commodities. The hurricane crippled the gas industry leading to increased demand for oil and gas. Also, the destruction of the port in New Orleans negatively affected the shipment industry causing a reduction in the supply of goods and services. Moreover, the economy of the United States suffered because prices of oil, natural gas, and gasoline increased tremendously leading to many people spending more on natural gas than goods and services. Also,
















Reference
Burton, C. G. (2015). A validation of metrics for community resilience to natural hazards and disasters using the recovery from Hurricane Katrina as a case study. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 105(1), 67-86.
Fussell, E. (2015). The long-term recovery of New Orleans’ population after Hurricane Katrina. American Behavioral Scientist, 59(10), 1231-1245.


